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24. NEWRECORDOFSAURIDA WANESIOSHINDO& YAMADA,
(OSTEICHTHYES: MYCTOPHIFORMES:SYNODIDAE*) FROMTHE

WESTBENGALCOAST, WITHA NOTEONL UTJANUSSANGUINEUS(CUVIER)
(OSTEICHTHYES : PERCIFORMES: LUTJANIDAE)

One specimen of Saurida wanesio Shindo

& Yamada and two of Lutjanus sanguineus

(Cuvier) were collected from a mini trawler, at the

fish landing point in Maohana, Digha, West Bengal

(21° 36' N, 87° 30' E), on November 26, 1996.

This is the first catch of Saurida wanesio

from the West Bengal coast. Fischer and

Whitehead (1974) noted its occurrence only in

South and East China seas. Dutt and Sagar

(1981), however, reported the species from

Karwar, on the west coast of India. Talwar and

Kacker (1984) also support the views of Dutt and

Sagar (1981). Talwar et al. (1992) did not include

the species in the fauna of west Bengal.

Hence, the present collection of S. wanesio

is the first record from the West Bengal coast, and

probably a new record from the east Indian waters.

Occurrence of Lutjanus sanguineus (Cuvier)

in the coastal waters of West Bengal has been

*Same as Synodontidae

reported by Misra (1959) and its distribution in

the northeastern part of the Indian Ocean is

mentioned by Fischer and Whitehead (1974), but

Talwar et al. ( 1 992) criticised these records as they

are not based on material collected from the area.

Talwar et al. (op. cit.), therefore, did not

include the species in the Fauna of West Bengal.

The present report of the species L. sanguineus

in the coastal waters of West Bengal, based on

two specimens, supports the views of Misra (op.

cit.), and Fischer and Whitehead (op. cit.).

Weare grateful to the Director, Zoological

Survey of India for permission to carry out the

work.

March 10,2000 S. KAR,
R. CHAKRABORTY

Zoological Survey of India,

F.P.S. Building, 27, J.L. Nehru Road,

Kolkata 700 016, West Bengal, India.
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25. ONTHEOCCURRENCEOFNEMACHEIL USKERALENSIS(RITA ETAL .)

IN MUVATTUPUZHARIVER, KERALA, INDIA

Oreonectes ( Indoreonectes ) keralensis (=

Nemacheilus keralensis) was described from

Pampadumpara area of the Periyar river, south

Kerala (Rita et al. 1 978). The fish has very narrow,

ill-defined vertical bands from dorsal to ventral

surface, often split below the lateral line into

several streaks or spots, a black mark at dorsal fin

origin and a narrow stripe, or two spots on base of

caudal fin. It is endemic to Kerala (Talwar and

Jhingran 1991, Jayaram 1 999), recorded only from

the high altitude areas of the Periyar river. Raju

Thomas et al. (1999) recorded it from the

Eravikulam National Park.

During our survey of the fish fauna of the

Western Ghats in Kerala, we collected eight

specimens of Nemacheilus keralensis from the

Kaitapara area of Kaliyar tributary in the

Muvattupuzha river (Idukki district). The water

temperature at the collection sites was 16-21 °C,

which may be crucial to its survival. While

sampling, the velocity of the water was 32-41 cm/

sec. The stream was very small, 3-4 mwide and

1 5-20 cm deep. Gravel, cobblestones and rock were

the major components of the substrate at the

collection site. The water was clear (DO value =

6.5-7 ppm).

Wethank Dr. K. RemaDevi, Scientist, ZSI,

Chennai for confirming our identification; the US
Fish and Wildlife Service for funds under the

project “Ecology of hill streams of the Western

Ghats with special reference to fish community”,

sponsored by the Ministry of Environment and

Forests, Govt of India.
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